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Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


Stop by any Information Desk after any service or talk with a Connect Team member for a casual introduction to our church 
community. For more information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional 


questions, please email life@marshillchurch.org. 


What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church’s monthly newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 
supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintaining communication and community among believers. Not only did 
the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, they’re in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill continues to 
grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and me and Him. 





From the Editor 


With this issue, Vox Pop completes its first year of 
publication. With the phenomenal growth that Mars Hill has 
experienced over the past year, many of you have never known 
Mars Hill without Vox Pop. In its short life to date, Vox Pop has 
become an important part of life at Mars Hill. My family always 
looks forward to the first Sunday of the month when Vox Pop 
comes out. 

Instrumental to Vox Pop’s success has been its editor, 
Andrew Myers. Much of what we all expect from an issue of 
Vox Pop is due to Andrew's hard work and vision. This past 
year Andrew came on staff at Mars Hill as its Communication 
Director and he had to hand off the responsibility for the day- 
to-day shepherding of Vox Pop. As you can see from the mast- 
head, Andrew is still well involved in Vox Pop, but in a slightly 
different function. Beginning with this issue, I'll be stepping in 
to the editor-in-chief position. 

My first duty as editor, though, is to thank Andrew for all 
the hard work he’s given to Vox Pop. I’ve got quite large shoes 
to fill and | hope | can do at least half the job he has done. 

One of the highlights of this issue is the expansion plans 
we're in the middle of. Starting in January, there will be a 
total of six services at two different campuses in Ballard and 
Shoreline. And our growth doesn’t seem to be letting up. So 
how do we keep in touch as a body? That’s where Vox Pop 
steps in. Vox Pop looks both inward, to introduce some of the 
many people who make up Mars Hill, as well as outward, to 
help us engage our culture and society with the truth about 
Jesus. 

The year before us is an exciting one and the staff at 
Vox Pop are committed to serving where God leads. This may 
mean you'll be seeing changes in the publication or it may 
mean that we keep on producing a quality newspaper month 


in, month out. Either way, to God be the glory! 
--Matthew Scott Winslow, Editor 








What do Mars Hill Church 
and Ashlee Simpson 
have in common? 


By Andrew Myers 





In a humbling example of how we the church can minister to 
our Culture, December's Blender magazine included a feature 
on Mars Hill. The story focused on Team Strike Force, the 
Mars Hill worship band that often plays during the evening 
services. 

The article (“The Emo-Driven Life”) was written by Ann 
Powers, a former curator for Seattle’s EMP. She is a respected 
industry journalist who has worked as The New York Times’ 
music critic and editor of the Village Voice. In 2005, Powers 
co-authored the biography of Tori Amos, 

Blender magazine is a testosterone laced mash-up 
of Playboy and Rolling Stone. It’s an offshoot of Maxim, the 
pseudo-pornographic leader of the men’s magazine industry. 
Blender’s focus revolves around music, sex, bands, sex, CD 
reviews, sex, and girls. If you're interested in reading “The 
Emo-Driven Life,” you'll have to wade through pages of skin, 
starting with the cover, which flaunts half-naked pop star 
Ashlee Simpson. 

Though Mars Hill's presence in Blender is problematic for 
those who'd rather not pile hot coals into their lap (Proverbs 
6:27), the article provides an amazing opportunity to extend 
the influence and message of Jesus Christ. Powers’ article is 
arguably the most fair, respectful, and accurate portrayal of 
our church that has ever appeared in secular media. While 
most journalists tend to explain away the gospel by chalking 
the Mars Hill phenomenon up to a charismatic leader or an 
attractive aesthetic, Powers isn’t afraid to use the J-word, or at 
least allow others to do so. 

“[Christianity] has to do with Jesus first, then grace, love, 
acceptance, forgiveness,” Jeff Bettger (TSF bassist) is quoted 
as saying. Powers ends the article with the lyrics, “God will 
have his glory one way or another.” 

Rather than a superficial caricature of Mars Hill and the 
Savior, “The Emo-Driven Life” tells the story of a church that 
is more than purple hair and tattoos, and a God who is more 
than a psychological security blanket. 

Praise Him for the honor to preach the gospel through 
our culture’s own mouthpiece. Pray for those who encounter 
this article and the Spirit moving between the lines. \%/ 
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Where Were 
You On Nov. 19, 
2002? 


December 7th All Members 


Gathering recalls a similar 
occurrence three years ago 


By Pastor Paul Petry 





Three years ago, about 400 members of Mars Hill 
gathered around a crudely built plywood platform amidst 
the dust and debris. In this gutted-out, old Ernst hardware 
store on the industrial waterfront between Ballard and 
Fremont this group of 400 took time to worship, reflect, 
and dedicate what was to be the next step in the history of 
the local church: a new facility to house Mars Hill. 

At that time, about 1,000 people were attending 
Sunday services in multiple sites: at the small, neighbor- 
hood church building at NW 80th and Earl in Ballard, and 
at the Paradox Theater in Seattle’s University District. For 
many who were there that evening, there was a sense of 
expectation and cautious excitement: Could such an ugly, 
gutted mess of a building be transformed into a special 
place? Would people be turned off by how huge it would 
be? Would we lose our sense of community? 

What many did not realize was that Mars Hill was 
already a very large church body — it just didn’t seem that 
way because the services were staggered and the facili- 
ties were small and scattered throughout the Seattle area. 
Both the Earl building and the Paradox only accommo- 
dated about 200 people each per service, which meant 


(continued: SEE ‘Members Meeting,’ page 5) 
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The North Face 


Shoreline campus offers 
model for future Mars Hill 
expansion 


By Mark Bergin 





SHORELINE -— At first blush, the informal setting of 
Schirmer Auditorium downplayed the significance of last 
month's informational meeting on the impending launch of 
Mars Hill’s north-end campus. 

Fluorescent light bulbs lined the ceiling, starkly high- 
lighting a white-walled facility more cafeteria than sanctuary. 
Gangs of children roughhoused through crooked rows of 
blue plastic elementary school chairs. Stacks of freshly emp- 
tied pizza boxes covered the counter of a room-side kitchen. 

But in his opening remarks to the couple hundred 
people attending, Pastor Mark Driscoll spoke of the gather- 
ing as no mere neighborhood social: “In the history of this 
church, this may be the most important meeting we've ever 
had,” he said. 

At 10:45 a.m. on Jan. 22, the experiment that is Mars Hill: 
Shoreline will hold its first Sunday service on the Campus of 
Crista Ministries. Pastor Jamie Munson expects the 400-per- 
son facility to fill near half capacity for the on-screen sermon 
experience. Parishioners will participate in live worship, meet 


with on-site pastors for counsel and watch a DVD of Pastor 
Mark recorded at the Ballard building earlier that morning. 
Such a satellite model is working for roughly 1,500 
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Photo by Leena Bitar 


rapidly-growing churches nationwide. Mars Hill’s elders have 
committed to a six-month trial run. If the experiment succeeds, 
they will likely employ the idea elsewhere, launching satellite 
campuses from Tacoma to Everett, and the Peninsula to the 
Eastside. “If it fails,” Pastor Mark warned, “we're screwed, 
and it’s your fault.” His smirk evoked the requisite laughter, 
but he added the challenge, “So make it happen.” 

So far, all signs point positive. The turnout for the infor- 
mational meeting confirmed a strong interest among north- 
enders. And newly appointed CRISTA interim president Tim 
Beltz a Mars Hill member, has reduced the $10,000 per 
month rent to zero. 

Much work, however, remains to be done. In lieu of 
rent, Mars Hill plans to renovate the auditorium, dimming the 
lighting, updating the sound system, painting the walls with 
the church's signature color palette and purchasing black 
padded chairs - critical for enduring hour-long sermons. An 
unfinished and much-too-tall stage also needs replacing — all 
this in just six weeks. 

“Happy holidays,” Pastor Mark quipped to Pastor Jamie, 
who will put in long hours overseeing the renovation effort. 


(continued: SEE ‘Mars Hill: Shoreline,’ page 5) 


THE PLAN FOR 
SCHIRMER AUDITORIUM 


What it takes to turn a regular old 
building into “Mars Hill” 


The campus that now houses CRISTA Ministries was 
built as a treatment center for tuberculosis patients. Today, 
among other things, CRISTA operates King’s School, a K- 
12 private school. The place Mars Hill: Shoreline will meet 
on Sundays is called Schirmer Auditorium. Presently, 
this space is used for activities like school assemblies, 
concerts, and plays. 

While functional, Schirmer needs some work before 
it can pass for Mars Hill. In a great demonstration of gen- 
erosity, CRISTA has not only given us this space rent-free, 
but also permitted us to do whatever we want with it in 
order to improve the look and feel of the auditorium. 

In the next year, staff and volunteers will work to 
make the following changes in order transform Schirmer 
Auditorium into Mars Hill: Shoreline. 


e Re-paint the entire room 

e Hang new curtains 

e Replace fluorescent lights with dimmable cans 

e Upgrade the day care facilities for Children’s Ministry use 
e Install wi-fi capabilities 

e Upgrade kitchen space 

e Purchase new chairs 

e Install a new projector and screen 

e Renovate acoustics 

e Install a new sound system 
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Mars Hill: Shoreline 
(continued from page 3) 


Pastors Steve Tompkins, Dave Kraft and Phil Smidt will fulfill 
longer term commitments to the campus, providing the on- 


site pastoral care for all those who attend and even filling the 
pulpit 6-10 times per year when Pastor Mark is on vacation. 








Pastors Mark Driscoll and Steve Tompkins listen as Pastor Jamie 
Munson explains the vision for Mars Hill: Shoreline. Pastor Steve 
will be interim site pastor at the new location. 


Most folks planning to attend the Shoreline campus 
see little problem with the recorded sermon experience. “l 
watch Mark on the video screen at church anyway,” said 
Jim Dahlman, a community group leader in Canyon Park 
happy to drive his family of six to a much closer facility with 
ample parking. 


Photo by Brian Casey 
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The Dahlmans typify the prevailing demographic of 
north end Mars Hill members — growing families willing to 
commute to Ballard but weary of the 30-minute drive. The 
Shoreline accommodations for such child-rich households 
could not be better — several thousand feet of children’s 
ministry space complete with a gymnasium, classrooms and 
endless stacks of toys for all ages. 

Children’s pastor Dick McKinley strode through the 
Crista preschool last month like a kid in a candy shop, point- 
ing out the multiple convenient bathrooms and industrial 
dishwasher outfitted for disinfecting toys in two minutes. 
“Pretty neat, huh?” he said with twinkling eyes betraying the 
cranking gears within his head. 

The Shoreline church experience should appeal to 
those without children as well. “The whole idea of having 
a church in your community, | like that,” said Kevin Stout, 
who lives in Mountlake Terrace with his wife Audrey. “When 
| think of the bigger picture of the Gospel, watching Mark on 
a big screen isn’t that big of a deal.” 

Musically, Mars Hill: Shoreline will mirror the Ballard 
building in philosophy, singing a variety of hymns and 
originally-produced songs. Joe Day, the lead singer from the 
band Mindhead and former worship leader at The Gathering 
in Bellingham, will lead a team of musicians that includes 
Mindhead drummer Seth Fikkert and violin-playing, Ballard- 
building-favorite Brian Eichelberger. 

Day has yet to completely determine what pace or style 
of music he'll employ. “I’ve typically led with acoustic guitar, 
which would make me the exception here at Mars Hill,” he said. 
“But we'll have to see who's here. We have a lot of seniors 
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who live on site, so we need to be sensitive to those folks.” 

Choice is among the benefits of a multi-site church. North 
end members who prefer attending in Ballard are welcome to 
continue doing so. Members Dan and Renee Robertson, who 
live in Lynnwood, have yet to make up their minds. Whatever 
the couple decides, Renee’s ideal choice seems unlikely. “l 
think Mark Driscoll should be a hologram.” x4 
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CRISTA is providing Mars Hill Church a massive Children’s Ministry 


area that will be a blessing for the many families planning to attend 
the Shoreline site. 








CRISTA FACTS 


Founded: 1949 

Location: 55 acres in Shoreline, plus other campuses 
around Washington state 

Origin: Started as a teen’s club and quickly expanded to 
a school founded in 1950. Originally “King’s Garden,” 
was renamed CRISTA Ministries in 1979. 

Radio Stations: KCIS AM630, Spirit 105.3FM, Praise 
106.5FM 

Education: More than 1,700 in Preschool through grade 
12 on campuses in Shoreline and Bremerton 

Senior Care: 279 independent apartments, 81 assisted- 
living units, 176-bed nursing center 

Adoption: New Hope Child and Family Agency 

Alternative Education: Seattle Urban Academy for at- 
risk youths, grades 9 to 12 

Camps: Island Lake and Miracle Ranch Camps 

Humanitarian Relief and Development: World Concern, 
with 900 skilled staff workers and 1,300 volunteers 

Job Search: Intercristo 

Other Ministries: Veterinary Missions, Job Search, 
Women’s Ministries 


= Photos by Brian Casey 


Members Meeting 

(continued from page 3) 

at least five services every Sunday to fit everybody. Both 
facilities were busting at the seams. 

Three years later, Mars Hill is busting at the seams again. 
Over 4,000 people are attending the Sunday services, and in 
January 2006 there will be five services each Sunday. 

On December 7, Mars Hill members will gather again 
for a time of reflection and dedication, this time for a new 
facility (currently a gutted factory) to accommodate the local 
church body’s explosive growth. 

Mars Hill members Jeff and Teresa Bettger talked about 
their experience at the 2002 gathering and the changes 
since then. “I remember that we were too late for the pizza,” 
said Jeff. “It was pretty strange. | thought, ‘Wow! This is big!’ 
It was pretty cool. | was wondering how we could make it 
aesthetically beautiful. And there was going to be an auto 
parts store in the building. It was hard to believe it could be 
aesthetically pleasing. It was nice to know that somebody 
was a dreamer and could make it really cool.” 

Jeff's wife, Teresa, said, “| remember Kristen Oakerson 
was pregnant with Levi, their first child. | was pregnant 
with Octavia — that’s probably why | remember missing the 
pizza!” 

Since the 2002 gathering, Teresa has given birth to 
two children, and Kristen Oakerson to three. At Mars Hill, the 
biggest difference between 2002 and 2005 is the number of 
children. 

Mars Hill started out with a demographic mix of mostly 
single people under age thirty. But Pastor Mark Driscoll, who 
founded the church along with Pastor Lief Moi, has embraced 


What does it mean... 
to be a member of Mars 
Hill Church 


For non-Christians, newcomers, and non-members, 
phrases like “All Members Gathering” and “Members 
Only” may seem weird. Here’s some information to help 
you understand where we're coming from... 


What is a “member”? 

Members are Christians who love the church and have 
decided to commit to Mars Hill, making it their “church 
home.” Placed in the culture to emulate Jesus in our 
homes, marriages, families, schools, and workplaces, 
members are missionaries who live, eat, and breathe the 
climate of Seattle everyday. 


What do members do? 

Mars Hill depends on its members to serve, give, and lead. 
The Bible describes the church as a “body” in which every 
part must function. Because Mars Hill pastors are not God 
and therefore cannot be personally involved in the lives of 


a multi-generational vision: children should be welcomed into 
the main assembly of believers at an early age. 

Pastor Dick McKinley oversees the Children’s Ministry 
Department. He came on staff at Mars Hill shortly after the 
2002 members gathering. He recalled, “At that time, we had 
about 50 children at Mars Hill. Total. When we go to five 
services this coming January, we are expecting 350 to 400 
children age nine and under.” 

After age nine, children join their parents in the main 
assembly to hear the preaching of the Word. And it is that 
preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ to which almost any 
person who attends Mars Hill will attribute its phenomenally 
explosive growth and the transformed lives of those who 
attend every week. 

Scores of young, single, urban professionals, college 
students, artists, and “indie rockers” are still the largest 
demographic group at Mars Hill, but as men and women 
meet, get married, and start families, those families comprise 
a growing number. This December 7 represents another 
watershed moment in the history Mars Hill. The number of 
members attending will have increased by approximately 270 
percent since 2002. But that does not take into account all 
the children, through age nine, whose number represents an 
approximately 700 percent increase since 2002, according 
to Mars Hill staff accountant, Sandi Farkas. 

Pastor Bent Meyer commented on how Mars Hill has 
grown since the 2002 gathering: “When we came in that 
meeting, | was afraid — afraid because | thought we were 
going to be dwarfed by the room and we would see how 
small we were and how large the challenge was before us. 
How wrong | was! | was a man of little faith.” 


everyone who comes through the doors, members minister 
to one another and to guests. This is accomplished in large 
part through Community Groups, composed of members 
and non-members who meet in homes throughout the 
region to grow and learn together. 


What does the Bible say about members? 
As Christians, we are members of God’s household 
(Ephesians 2:19) called to function, participate, and minis- 
ter in a particular place within the body of Christ. A healthy 
body requires that each member do its part well (Romans 
12:4-5). A healthy church requires the same: members 
that are sacrificially committed and well-equipped to do 
the works of service that God has prepared in advance for 
us to do (Ephesians 2:10; 4:12). 


Why become a member? 

Being a member of Mars Hill Church is really about being 
part of a family. More than attendance at meetings or 
exclusive access to a website, members who enter into 
a covenant with their local church are called to a higher 
degree of responsibility and service. 
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With the explosive growth and all the new facilities, 
it would be easy for the members to just sit back and boast 
of how far we have come. But the words of Jesus do not 
make that an option: “The harvest is plentiful but the workers 
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.” (Matthew 9:37-38) 

Despite the increasing attendance, the vision shared 
by all of the elders has not changed: to reach as many 
people as possible in this region with the life-transforming 
gospel of Jesus Christ. The continued pursuit of this vision 
will be harder than ever, and will require the efforts of the 
entire church body. Along with more people coming to the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and joining Mars Hill, it is also 
the vision of the elders that every member mature in Christ 
and serve others. After all, what is the purpose of having 
pastors and teachers? The scriptures say it is “to prepare 
God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:1 2-13) 

Pursuit of the vision will call for each of us to serve 
and be good stewards of the time, talents, and treasure we 
have been blessed with. The word “steward” in the New 
Testament literally means “one who manages the house- 
hold.” Ideally, the work of a household is shared by all who 
dwell in the household, appropriate to age, skills, and gifts. 
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve 
one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” 
(1 Peter 4:10) \% 


At the same time, the elders and deacons are covenanted 
to assist members first and foremost, to love and lead, 
provide counsel and aid, as well as to pray for, teach, 
and guide. The church is only as strong as the families on 
which it is founded. Therefore, special pastoral emphasis 
is placed on member care to see individuals and families 
mature and thrive in their calling and gifting at Mars Hill 
(Galatians 6:10). 


How do | become a member? 

Being a member should not be taken lightly. To transition 
from a regular attendee to an official member of Mars Hill, 
we require that you first attend the Gospel 101 and 102 
classes, which cover the essentials of the faith. The next 
Gospel 101 class begins January 4. Registration is avail- 
able on the Mars Hill website. 


For more information, email 
members@marshillchurch.org 
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listings, Or visit | 


the info desk. 


there are community groups all throughout the puget sound area. 





A VIAL of 


Mars Hill Hires 
New Facilities 
Manager 


Give Matt Robinson a hand 


By Andrew Myers 





Last month, long-time volunteer Matt Robinson joined 
Mars Hill staff as the new facilities manager. He works in the 
operations department under the oversight of Pastor Bubba 
Jennings. 

Matt hails from Oregon, but once he made to Seattle for 
school, “I found a greater purpose for my being here other 
than learning how to estimate the construction of a parking 
garage.” After experiencing the mission and message of 
Mars Hill, which Matt describes as “uncompromising,” Matt 
decided to make this city and this church his home. 

Matt has volunteered within the operations department 
for some time now. The operations department exists to 
organize and manage Mars Hill events (including Sunday 
services), from preparation to set-up to tear-down. “The goal 
is that we will do our job well enough to not be seen,” says 
Matt. 

The facilities manager plays a key role in accomplishing 
this humble objective. He is responsible for the security and 
upkeep of Mars Hill’s facilities. It’s a lot of work managing 
40,000 square feet of real estate and cleaning up after 4,500 
people on a weekly basis. For this reason, Matt’s job requires 
massive volunteer coordination. Breakfast Club volunteers 
and mid-week helpers make his job go a lot smoother. 
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“| see now how essential volunteers are to the daily 


operations of virtually every department at Mars Hill,” Matt 
says. “Even small amounts of time that volunteers give can 
make a big difference and greatly help the mission of Mars 
Hill Church.” 

The operations department embodies Mars Hill’s effort 
to exercise faithful stewardship of the resources God has 
given. This includes good hospitality, opening the doors and 
providing a clean, attractive, building that makes visitors feel 
welcome and comfortable. 

As Mars Hill grows in numbers and square footage, this 
task becomes a greater challenge. The operations depart- 
ment is looking for people “who are not afraid to get their 
hands a little dirty or their muscles a little sore,” Matt says. 

For Matt, the opportunity to serve God’s church is a gift. 
He looks forward to working with other people who feel the 
same way. 

If you're interested in helping out, email maintenance@ 
marshillchurch.org. Breakfast Club meets Saturdays at 
70am, drop-in servants are welcome. 





Abortion’s 


Second Casualty 
Part Il - Finding hope in a group 


Continued from last month’s Vox Pop 


By Beth Witham 





“There’s got to be a reason why I’m here,” Terri remem- 
bers thinking. She had first turned to New Age spirituality in 
an attempt to unravel the meaning of life. However, it took 
only one overpriced seminar for Terri to realize that she was 
looking in the wrong place. 

Deciding not to attend the New Age seminar was a 
pivotal moment for Terri. She withdrew from New Age prac- 
tices, such as channeling and card reading. At the same time 
Christians began popping into her life left and right. First it 
was a distant cousin, then the cable guy, people who loved 
Jesus spoke into Terri's life, telling her she needed God or 
simply intriguing her by their faith. 

Even the man she met at the golf club was a Christian 
and Terri began dating him. He seemed to be part of the 
answer, but their relationship kept failing. They broke up 
several times, because this man had convictions with Terri's 
non-Christian status. 

The following year, the two of them began attending 
church together. It did not take long for Terri to commit her 
life to the Lord and they got married. 

Both Terri and her husband had children from previous 
marriages. However, Terri’s testimony also carried the pain 
of having had an abortion at the age of 18. As much as she 
tried to focus on her new marriage and walk with Christ, that 
one painful memory would not disappear. 


After about nine years of marriage, Terri attended a 


church luncheon that brought her secret skeleton to the 
surface. At the luncheon, a woman from the Healing Hearts 
ministry gave her testimony. 

Terri had been convinced that she was the only woman 
in the room who had had an abortion. “Listening to her | was 
riveted,” remembers Terri. 

“The Lord, he had me...I! couldn't leave,” Terri recalled. 
Her initial reaction was to flee, but Terri stayed until the 
luncheon was over. On her way out she picked up a Healing 
Hearts brochure and committed to the Bible study it provided 
for post-abortive women. 


“He will not always accuse, nor will he 

harbor his anger forever; he does not 

treat US aS Our SINS deserve or repay 

US according to our iniquities. For as 
high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his love for those 
who fear him; as far as the east is 

from the west, so far has he removed 

our transgressions from us.” 
Psalm 108: 9-12 


“It completely changed my walk with the Lord,” says 
Terri. A few years later she was trained to facilitate the same 
study for groups of women with the same painful memory. 

Terri and her husband attended the church where she 
had been saved 17 years prior. At this church Terri had 
always been involved with some aspect of women’s ministry. 
Yet she held off on leading a Healing Hearts group. As a 
wife, she felt called to help her husband with his ministry 
involvements. She was also fighting breast cancer. 

After Terri’s healing from cancer, she finally committed 
to co-leading her first Healing Hearts recovery group (the 
groups always have two leaders, and the leaders are always 
women who are post-abortive). Then last April Terri and her 
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husband left their church and began taking the Gospel class 
at Mars Hill. 

At Mars Hill, Terri found out there had never been a 
Healing Hearts group and wanted to be a part of launching 
one. In October the first group of women began the study, 
which Terri co-facilitates. Terri hopes the groups will provide 
a way for Mars Hill women who have had an abortion, to find 
healing and hope. 

“There are women [in the groups] who have never told 
a soul,” Terri says. “The women in these groups really bond 
to each other.” 

Mars Hill Pastor Bent Meyer has first-hand experience 
working with other types of recovery groups and Is a strong 
believer of their place in the church. 

“The issue is accountability to God for the degrading 
and exterminating of what bears his image,” Bent says. 

Bent knows that confronting pain is tough, but it must 
be done to find true peace in relationship with Jesus. 

“Whether it is now or later, resistance will not go away 
without a fight,” says Bent. “These women in the group are 
courageously facing the conflict. They are facing the eruption 
within them that cannot be denied any longer.” 

As for Terri, she knows it is not easy to come forward 
and share such a painful and private part of her past. But 
more importantly, she knows what a difference the healing 
she's received has made in her life. 

“| just know what it did for me,” says Terri. “There’s a 
freedom in Christ that | now have because of the work He 
did in my heart...a level of intimacy | couldn't have had until | 
dealt with my abortion experience.” 

It is that level of intimacy that has helped Terri to feel 
true peace, which is a peace that comes from trusting God's 
faithfulness to forgive the past and work out the future. 
“God can redeem any situation,” she says. “He has a will and 
He has a plan for every life.” K4 

A new Healing Hearts study group begins in 
January. For more information about the ministry and 
how you can get involved in a group at Mars Hill, pick up 
a brochure in the main foyer ladies restroom, or e-mail 
recovery@marshillchurch.org. 
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In less than a year, Mars Hill plans to occupy not one but | — STORAGE == 




















two large buildings in Ballard. The newest addition to the 
church’s real estate portfolio is one block away from the 


current Ballard building. Currently, the two are distinguished Children’s Area 
by their street names: the present building is known as the Mae Hike Children S INMiNiStty ae currenthveciowing ii l Ea =. = 
even faster than our grown-up population. We need to hale 
accommodate this growth and teach these kids about 
Jesus before they grow up and outnumber us. The 
new building will provide a consolidated children’s 
area that will serve all of Mars Hill: Ballard, replacing 
the current children’s area in the Leary building. This 
will free up more rooms for Capstone classes and 
meeting rooms in our present location. The space 
in this building will fit 300 kids per service, which is 
pretty good. 













































































“Leary” building, while the new one is the “50th” building. 
In this Vox Pop special feature, we’re giving you a 














preview of what one might expect to find over at the new 





























building. Since construction has yet to begin, obviously 















































these plans are subject to change. But as things stand at 
the close of 2005, the 50th building should end up looking 
something like this... 



































New Service Times Start January 22 


As we work, pray and give towards the completion of our 

















new building, we'll be adding a fifth service to accom- 
modate the Ballard congregation. Beginning January 
22, 2005, Mars Hill: Ballard will convene every Sunday, 
at 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 5pm and 7pm. 














This Other Room 


This multi-purpose room will be used 
for, um...multiple purposes. If you’re a 
Sunday volunteer, this is the room where 
you might meet up with your ministry 
team. If you’re band wants to play a con- 
cert, this is the room where you might 
come to rock the house and showcase 
your faux-hawk. If you’re an awesome 
teacher and hundreds of people sign up 
for your Capstone class, this is the room 
where you might lecture. If you start a 
dodge-ball ministry (don’t start a dodge- 
ball ministry), this is the room where you 
might peg your disciples. 








Photos by Doug Irvine 
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FIRST FLOOR CONCEPT PLAN 


SCALE: 1/20" = 1°-0" 
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Photo by Erin Silva 

















Primary Staff Offices 


This corner of the new building will be Mars Hill’s office space. Two 











stories will offer more office space than ever before. The current 
office space (which will become classrooms and meeting rooms) 
is located upstairs in the Leary building, where office space is a 
little tight. This smaller office space produces a sort of cabin fever 
that makes for a crazy office space environment. Kind of like that 
movie Tron, or something. 
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STREET/ GALLERY | The Third Place 


Marsbucks, anyone? Plans for this part of the new building 
include a resource center and lounge area. Here’s where you 
] : can come to hang out, relax, purchase books and CDs, and sip 





























ooro | coffee. Tea drinker? We'll have that stuff too. A comfortable 
pouss MCE SEES ae ee = nook on the corner of 49th and 14th, this room is “where it’s 
geese oOo oor Eo | i at.” Where whaťs at, you ask? Well, like | said, books, CDs, 
poco atua coffee, tea...remember? 
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ano Wee, 7 WA Auditorium 
enc COM > oa p Right now, the plan is to fit about 1,000 seats in the new 
< A R = i , ; building’s auditorium. This makes it a little bit smaller than the 
as | oN > | Leary building, but the two rooms will be pretty comparable. The 
=m ee i L = new auditorium will also include a cry room—no, this isn’t where 
| KITCHEN you go when Pastor Mark hurts your feelings. The cry room is 
for parents with noisy babies. Backstage there will be space for 
storage and a Green Room, which will provide a staging area for 
bands and speakers. 
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Welcome to the 
Capstone Institute 


At Mars Hill Church, we believe that theological 
education is an important facet in the life of every be- 
liever. To equip our brothers and sisters in Christ who 
have committed to the mission of Mars Hill Church as 
members, we offer free classes to those who want to 
learn more about God and live closer with Him. 

Whether you're a seasoned believer or new 
Christian, a Mars Hill member or non-member—even if 
you still haven't figured out what you believe when it 
comes to Jesus, God, and the Bible, Capstone offers a 
variety of different course levels and subjects. 


Gospel 101 & 102 

The two-part Gospel Class series is an introduc- 
tion to Christianity and Mars Hill doctrine. These class- 
es also serve as a prerequisite for all other Capstone 
classes except the Foundation Series. 


Foundation Series 

Classes offered in the foundation series are open 
to members and non-members that attend Mars Hill 
Church. Featuring both discussion and instruction, 
these explore topics that will help lay sound ground- 
work for the rest of your Christian life. 


Certificate Program 

The classes included in this program are normal 
Capstone courses, but students pursuing a certificate 
will be required to fulfill additional requirements, includ- 
ing two to six hours of study and writing outside of 
class per week, as well as completing various evalua- 
tions as designated by instructors (i.e., research papers 
and tests). Please register online to participate in the 
Certificate Program. 


There are three focus areas of the Capstone certificate 
program: 


e The Bible Certificate Degree required classes: Old 
Testament Overview, New Testament Overview, 
Reformed Theology 

e The Apologetic Certificate Degree required classes: 
How to Study the Bible, Apologetics 101 and 102, 
World Religions and Cults 101 and 102 

e The Practical Theology Certificate Degree required 
classes: Evangelism, Gospel and Culture, Worship 
and Culture, Biblical Roles, Biblical Stewardship 


VV December 04 2005 





capstone 





January Capstone Classes 


Register online at www.marshillchurch.org 


WEDNESDAY CLASSES 
All classes meet from 6:45 to 8:30 at Mars Hill Church and 
last four weeks, unless otherwise noted. 


Gospel 101 
Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

Is Mars Hill your church? This class and its companion 
(Gospel 102) are designed as the next point of connection 
beyond Sunday services for those who are considering Mars 
Hill to be their church home. Gospel 101 serves to lay the 
theological foundation upon which our community lives and 
breathes. Content of the class covers the major tenets of 
our doctrinal statement, including what we believe about the 
Bible, God Creation, Sin, and Salvation; anyone interested in 
biblical theology, especially if they're feeling that Mars Hill is 
a place they feel is both comfortable and challenging, should 
take this class. We ask every potential church member to 
take Gospel 101 and see if Mars Hill is truly a place where 
they belong. This class is required for church membership 
and many of our subsequent Capstone classes. 


Gospel & Culture 
Pastor James Harleman 

Movies. Political Correctness. Rock stars. Entitlement. 
Cuss Words. Reality TV. Self-Esteem. We live in a culture 
that is media and material-driven, bound together by shared 
experience and living on empty promises and baseless plati- 
tudes. Even in Christian community, the way we interact with 
Our surrounding culture often models this mindset, tainting 
our approach to God’s Word and the methods in which we 
pursue His Great Commission for our lives. However, segre- 
gation from the world is not a biblical alternative. The truth is 
that very little is “inconsequential,” and everything preaches. 
Goals of this class are to expose cultural presuppositions, 
explore biblically how culture can be used for evangelism, 
and also redefine how we think about “entertainment” in rela- 
tion to what we engage culturally (and why). 


Leaders Who Last 
Pastor Dave Kraft 

How do good leaders survive for so long? Come hear 
and dialogue with Pastor Dave Kraft, who has been in full- 
time ministry for numerous years. Get the opportunity to 
understand and begin to apply the basic essentials of ef- 
fective, fruitful, and long lasting leadership. The heart of this 
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class Is to learn, by living out biblical principles, what it takes 
to finish well and to avoid the mistakes that many leaders 
have made, causing them to be ineffective and crash. To get 
more information on this class, look through the class book, 
Leaders Who Last, in the Mars Hill Church Resource Center. 
This class is offered for those in leadership positions at Mars 
Hill Church. (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


Practical Theology for Women 102 
Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

In Practical Theology for Women 101, we looked at 
what theology is and why we should care. We studied God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, constantly ask- 
ing how each piece of doctrine should affect our daily out- 
look. In this quarter, we'll focus on the doctrine behind some 
very important, practical issues in women’s lives. What does 
the Bible teach us about feminism, sex, and marriage? What 
does Scripture reveal to us about the power and purpose of 
a woman's speech? What exactly is the Body of Christ and 
what is our role in it? This will be a time of connecting the 
deep things of the Word to the practical issues of life that 
consume us daily. (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


Strengthening Marriage 
Pastor Paul Petry & Jonna Petry 

Marriage, the union of one man and one woman for 
life, was instituted by God as a way to reveal Himself. The 
Apostle Paul referred to this as a mystery. Wisely guarding 
and strengthening our marriage covenant is our next to high- 
est priority—just under our devotion and love for Jesus Christ. 
Marriage is a mystery indeed and in keeping it strong and 
beautiful, much is required. How do we reflect the glory of 
God in our marriage? How do we continue to grow in love, 
intimacy, and oneness, while battling frustration, impatience, 
bitterness, and apathy? There is no quick fix or easy method 
to build a great marriage. 

Pastor Paul and Jonna Petry don’t have all the answers 
and still struggle to walk in greater truth, love, and wisdom 
in their own marriage of almost 25 years. “But,” they say, 
“we have experienced redemption and grace through Jesus 
Christ and we know He has provided everything we need. 
Our great hope is that in Him we will see our marriage and 
yours succeed and flourish.” 

Divorce and remarriage is not a rare phenomenon in our 
culture. Well over half those who take this class will have 
endured divorce as children of parents who have given up 
on their promises and devotion to each other. It is the goal 
of this interactive class not only to strengthen your own mar- 
riage, but also to make you an advocate for strong marriages 
with every couple you know-to the glory of God. 

This is not a pre-marriage or newlyweds class. Married 
couples only. 


Apologetics 101 
Scott Hedgcock, member at Mars Hill Church 

Are you tired of apologizing—saying you're sorry for your 
faith rather than defending it? Historically, an apology refers 
to a rational defense of a given position. If you would like to 
learn to “always be ready to give a defense for the hope that 
lies within you” (1 Peter 3:15), sign up for Apologetics 101 
where we will cover the basic elements of the Christian faith 
and traditional and presuppositional apologetics. This class 
is the fundamental apologetics class that will equip believers 
in all maturity levels and give all believers a biblically sound 
confidence in their faith. (Note: Apologetics 102 will be of- 
fered in February. Apologetics 101 is not the prerequisite 
to get into 102 but it is highly recommended to take both 
classes consecutively) 


Foundation Series: Jesus 
James Dahlman, member at Mars Hill Church 
Jon Krombein, member at Mars Hill Church 

You guessed it: This class is all about Jesus. We will 
look at Jesus’ deity and humanity. By studying His life, death, 
and resurrection, we will see how these events lead us into 
true worship in our lives. This class delves into the identity of 
Jesus through discussion. By understanding His relationship 
with us, we gain a better understanding of the spiritual disci- 
plines, Important facets of the Christian life such as meditat- 
ing on Scripture and a healthy prayer life. This will be a great 
opportunity to really study the life of Jesus and His impact on 
our lives today. 


THURSDAY CLASS 
Meets from 6:45 to 8:30 at Mars Hill Church, January 5th 
to 26th 


God Centered Marriage for Women 
(Women Only) 
Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

Throughout Genesis, we witness our fallen spiritual 
heritage as women through Eve, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, 
Leah, and Tamar. Though created to be a helper suitable for 
the man God gave them, each in their perversion became 
manipulative, quarrelsome wives who took matters into their 
own hands, causing repeated destruction in their families. 
Nevertheless, God’s redemption is equally evident in their 
lives. Sarah is given as an example of faith in Heb. 11:11 and 
Tamar is listed in the lineage of the Messiah in Matthew 1. 

During this 4-week study, we'll examine our heritage 
from Genesis along with our example of right responses 
in Proverbs 31. We'll discuss the extent of our redemption 
in Christ, controlling our tongue in marriage, and loving as 
Christ loved from 1 Corinthians 13. In particular, we'll deal 
with being a godly wife to an ungodly husband and being a 
sanctifying influence in our homes rather than a manipulative, 


junior Holy Spirit. For Women Only, by Shaunti Feldhahn will 
be required reading for this class. 


SUNDAY CLASSES 
All classes meet from 2:30 to 4:00 at Mars Hill Church and 
last four weeks, unless otherwise noted. 


Biblical Marriage 

Pastor Lief Moi, (Masters in Ministry) 

Note: This class is intended to be taken by couples who are 
engaged to be married. 

The Bible speaks of marriage as a covenant, a model, a 
form of relational, romantic, and practical worship that models 
the exquisite romance between Christ and His Church. This 
class serves as a premarital study for any couple wanting to 
be married by a Mars Hill elder. However, it is also open to 
married couples who have never had biblical pre-marriage 
counseling, as space is available. (This class runs for 8 
weeks) 


Introduction to the Prophets 
Pastor Gary Shavey, (M.A. in Ministry) 

Much controversy stems around the Old Testament 
books known collectively as “The Prophets.” This introduc- 
tory course will look at what prophets of the Old Testament 
did, the context in which they lived, and the dynamics in 
which they preached. Also, we will develop a proper bibli- 
cal perspective of the prophets as they relate to their own 
time and today’s present reality. Our desire is to end with a 
clearer picture of the prophets and their role in the progres- 
sive revelation of God's word. 


Greek 101 
Zack Hubert, member at Mars Hill Church 

This introductory Greek class will bring confidence to 
anyone that wants a basic understanding of the vocabulary 
and mechanics of New Testament Greek. It will equip and 
acquaint any person wishing to aid their Biblical interpreta- 
tion through an understanding of the Greek language. Be 
ready to invest four to six hours of outside work in order to 
bring any value to this amazing opportunity of learning the 
original language of our New Testament. (This class runs for 
8 weeks) 


Greek 201 
Brant Bosserman, member at Mars Hill Church 

As a supplementary class to Greek 101, Greek 201 
seeks to advance one’s understanding of New Testament 
Greek beyond basic noun, adjective, and verb forms. 
Ultimately, Greek 201, along with prior and subsequent 
Greek courses, seeks to aid one’s ability to understand and 
interpret Scripture accurately. Students should expect to 
devote six to eight hours of time outside of class for memo- 
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rizing vocabulary, translating New Testament verses, and 
other various homework assignments. Greek 201 is open to 
students who have taken and passed Greek 101. However, 
anyone who is able to pass the Greek 101 final exam may 
take Greek 201. (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


Foundation Series: Redeeming Image 
Alex Kim, member at Mars Hill Church 

The purpose of this class is to delve into the beauty 
and masterpiece of His Creation. Understanding the fact that 
we are made in the image of God has powerful, practical 
implications on how we live in relation to God, creation, and 
others. By understanding justification through the blood of 
Jesus Christ, thus redeeming our image, allows us to redeem 
our purpose in life. Seek to gain a fuller understanding of 
being adopted as sons and daughters of the Lord. 


PAPADO 


Twee Pop Fest! 
6:30pm-$8 SAT. DEC.10 


Skinny Productions 
Presents... 


Parks & Recreation 
Tullycraft 

Central Services 
Speaker Speaker 
Dutch Elms 

Boat 

Department of Energy 
Jay Hydra 


1401 NW LEARY WAY IN BALLARD WWIW.THEPARADOX.ORG 
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Who is Santa 
Claus? 


The story of Saint Nicholas 
By Pastor Mark Driscoll and Deacon Crystal Griffin 


The larger-than-life myths surrounding Santa Claus 
actually emanate from the very real person of Saint Nicholas. 
It is difficult to know the exact details of his life with certainty 
as the ancient records are sparse, but pieces can be put 
together as a mosaic of his life. 

Nicholas was born in the third century in Patara, a vil- 
lage in what is now Turkey. He was born into an affluent 
family, but his parents died tragically when he was quite 
young. His parents had raised him to be a devout Christian, 
which led him to spend his great inheritance on helping the 
poor, especially children. He was known to frequently give 
gifts to children, sometimes even hanging socks filled with 
treats and gifts. 

Perhaps his most famous act of kindness was helping 
three sisters. Because their family was too poor to pay for 
their wedding dowry, three young Christian women were 
facing a life of prostitution until Nicholas paid their dowry, 
thereby saving them from a horrible life of sexual slavery. 

Nicholas grew to be a well-loved Christian leader and 
was eventually voted the Bishop of Myra, a port city that the 
apostle Paul had previously visited (Acts 27:5-6). Nicholas 
reportedly also traveled to the legendary Council of Nicea, 
where he helped defend the deity of Jesus Christ in AD 
325. 

Following his death on December 6, 343, he was can- 
onized as a saint. The anniversary of his death became the 
St. Nicholas holiday when gifts were given in his memory. He 
remained a very popular saint among Catholic and Orthodox 
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Christians, with some 2,000 churches named after him. The 
holiday in his honor eventually merged with Christmas as 
they were celebrated within weeks of one another. 

During the Reformation, however, Nicholas fell out of 
favor with Protestants, who did not approve of canonizing 
certain people as saints and venerating them with holidays. 
His holiday was not celebrated in any Protestant country 
except Holland, where his legend as Sinterklass lived on. In 
Germany, Martin Luther replaced him with the Christ child as 
the object of holiday celebration, or, in German, Christkindl. 
Over time, the celebration of the Christ child was simply pro- 
nounced Kriss Kingle and oddly became just another name 
for Santa Claus. 

The legends about Santa Claus are most likely a com- 
pilation of other folklore. For example, there was a myth in 
Nicholas’ day that a demon was entering people’s homes to 
terrorize children and that Nicholas cast it out of ahome. This 
myth may explain why it was eventually believed that he came 
down people’s chimneys. 
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Also, there was a Siberian myth (near the North Pole) 
that a holy man, or shaman, entered people’s homes through 
their chimneys to leave them mushrooms as gifts. According 
to the legend, he would hang them in front of the fire to dry. 
Reindeer would reportedly eat them and become intoxicated. 
This may have started the myth that the reindeer could fly, as 
it was believed that the shaman could also fly. This myth may 
have merged with the Santa Claus myth and if so, explains 
him traveling from the North Pole to come down the chimney 
and leave presents on the mantle over the fireplace before 
flying away with reindeer. 

These stories of Santa Claus were first brought to 
America by Dutch immigrants. In the early 20th century, 
stores began having Santa Claus present for children during 
the Christmas season. Children also began sending letters 
to the North Pole as the legends surrounding an otherwise 
simple Christian man grew. 

At Mars Hill, we keep the center of Christmas focused 
on Jesus; It’s probably what Nicholas would have wanted. x4 
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Mars Hill 


Community Groups 


All community groups take place in the homes of church members 
who are committed to sharing their lives with those who participate in 
their group. The purpose of community groups is to provide a warm 
environment with opportunities for you to connect and grow authentic 
relationships and lasting biblical friendships with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ, experience authentic biblical community with God and others, 
find nourishment and accountability as you mature in your own walk with 
Christ and establish a support center from which you will go out into your 
various social networks carrying the hope of the Gospel. 

Prayerfully consider joining a community group. A comprehensive 
list of groups with contact information is available online, in the connect 
center, and below. If you’re interested in hosting or leading a Community 
Group, email leadership@marshillchurch.org. 





MONDAY 





Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Kirsten Blair 

Phone: 206-783-1970 

Email: kirstentheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Levi Mulkey 

Phone: 206-229-5234 

Email: Imulkey@u.washington.edu 


Des Moines 7pm 

Led By: Rob Thomas 
Contact: Michelle Thomas 
Phone: 206-592-0472 

Email: bluedane@comcast.net 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Bill Swayne 

Contact: Candace Swayne 
Phone: 206-726-1633 

Email: candace_s@wmsfp.com 


Mill Creek 7pm 

Led By: Mike Seggelink 

Contact: Mike & Thalia Seggelink 
Phone: 425-338-9692 

Email: tmseggelinK@hotmail.com 


Redmond 7pm 

Led By: John Rivard 

Contact: John & Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: 206-484-3886 

Email: john@rivards.net 


University District 6:30pm 

Led By: Taylor Aldridge 

Contact: Taylor & Cricket Aldridge 
Phone: 206-525-3455 

Email: design@brainstormmedia.com 


Wallingford 7pm 

Led By: Dusty Wisniew 

Contact: Dusty & Corinne Wisniew 
Phone: 206-351-2261 

Email: dustywisniew@hotmail.com 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 





Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


Ballard 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Jordan McDevitt 
Phone: 206-291-4130 

Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Foster 

Contact: Jeremy Foster 

Phone: 206-250-7637 

Email: jeremyrfoster@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David & Patty Pauls 
Phone: 206-235-4215 

Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Bothell 6:30pm 

Led By: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam & Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email: 
samandbethbarrett@yahoo.com 


Central District 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Wes & Jamie Oaks 

Phone: 206-329-1176 

Email: wesleyandjamie@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill 7pm 

Led By: Adelle George, Mike O'Dea 
Contact: Adelle George 

Phone: 206-696-1281 

Email: adellemae@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 
Contact: Drew & Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Paul Comte 

Phone: 206-963-7881 
Email: pfcomte@earthlink.net 
For Men Only 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Justin Schaeffer 
Contact: Justin Schaeffer 
Phone: 425-776-4374 

Email: schaeffers 1 @verizon.net 


Everett 

Led By: Rob Kuchcinski 
Contact: Tim & Anne Quiring 
Phone: 425-379-2966 
Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Cory James Clouse 
Contact: Cory James Clouse 
Phone: 425-280-7820 

Email: coryjames32@gmail.com 


Greenlake 

Led By: Ben Anderson 

Contact: Scott Richardson 

Phone: 206-227-2943 

Email: greenlakecommunitygroup@ 
earthlink.net 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 
Contact: Nick & Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 
Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-550-0007 
Email: Pat_rickjd@yahoo.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 

Led By: Dan Kronstad, Jason Cowan 
Contact: Jason Cowan 

Email: jasoncowan98@yahoo.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim & Mariah Zion 
Phone: 206-427-7869 
Email: timzion@gmail.com 


Kirkland 7pm 

Led By: Tim Saint 
Contact: Laurie Saint 
Phone: 206-941-8359 
Email: tim@saintfamily.com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Jones 

Contact: Colin Jones 

Phone: 425-823-7923 

Email: colin@maverickinvestments.net 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 
Contact: Hunter & Molly Hadaway 
Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Licton Springs 7pm 

Led By: Brian Landsberger 
Contact: Brian Landsberger 
Phone: 425-864-1275 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: James Dahlman 
Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Lynnwood 10:30am 

Led By: Melissa Woolley 
Contact: Kathleen Firstenberg 
Email: katfirst@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Barney Kropf 

Contact: Tony Bolander 

Phone: 206-979-881 1 

Email: tonybolander@yahoo.com 


Maple Leaf 7pm 

Led By: Matt Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
Phone: 206-388-3325 
Email: r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Mark Kaetzel 
Contact: Mark & Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney, Shane Day 
Contact: Michael Adeney 

Phone: 206-524-4142 

Email: mwadeney@u.washington.edu 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Edward Fedele 
Contact: Greg Allen 

Phone: 206-300-7006 

Email: greesha77@comcast.net 
For Men Only 


Pioneer Square 6:30pm 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 
Contact: Jeff Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4397 
Email: jbettger@dc3e.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: 206-300-0960 

Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 
Led By: Ryan James 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: 360-271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Jeff Elmore 
Contact: Lindsey Martin 
Phone: 206-719-4512 
Email: lindseym@remax.net 


Queen Anne 6:30pm 

Led By: Tim Stiles 

Contact: Tim & Steph Stiles 
Phone: 714-728-6031 

Email: monkstile@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Jeremy Culver 

Contact: Dan Harder 

Phone: 425-260-4379 

Email: dan_harder@hotmail.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally 
Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Sammamish 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam or Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: 425-868-0341 

Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman, Matt Winslow 
Contact: Bill & Joan Nieman 
Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


Shoreline 10:30am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trisha@marshillchurch.org 
For Women Only 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted & Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 

Led By: Mike Murphey 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-547-1705 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Wallingford 7:30pm 

Led By: Colin Day 

Contact: Lauren Day 

Phone: 206-217-5651 
Email: lauren@limbotext.com 


West Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Kyle Peters 

Contact: Kyle Peters 

Phone: 206-443-1685 

Email: koeters@westinbldg.com 


WEDNESDAY 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: James Mallory 
Contact: James Mallory 
Phone: 206-940-3918 
Email: jrmallory@hotmail.com 


Lake City 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 

Contact: Molly Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 





View Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Matt Hudgins 

Contact: Matt Hudgins 

Phone: 206-753-7334 

Email: matthew.hudgins@uscm.org 


THURSDAY 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: Ted Cook 

Contact: Catherine Doner 

Phone: 206-579-9315 

Email: catherinedoner@hotmail.com 





Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 
Contact: Cliff Low 

Phone: 425-747-0772 
Email: cliff_low@msn.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: 425-275-2723 
Email: celygibbs@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Everett 7pm 

Led By: Bob Rubinow 

Contact: Marc Fulmer 

Phone: 206-353-2328 

Email: 
marc.fulmer@agathosfoundation.org 


Greenwood 7pm 

Led By: Aaron Easter 
Contact: Leigh Georgianna 
Phone: 206-369-951 7 


Kent 7pm 

Led By: Shane Rehberg 
Contact: Shane Rehberg 

Email: srehberg@speakeasy.net 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Mike Bates 

Contact: Michelle Bates 

Phone: 206-313-7757 

Email: Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lake City 7:30pm 

Led By: Jack McClain, Adam 
Christiansen 

Contact: Adam Christiansen 
Phone: 206-498-3551 

Email: 
adammchristiansen@hotmail.com 
For Men Only 


Lynnwood 7:15pm 

Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-383-2092 
Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


North Bend 7pm 

Led By: Tim Pearson 

Contact: Tim & Susan Pearson 
Phone: 425-888-6662 

Email: timjpearson@hotmail.com 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Pioneer Square 6:30pm 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 
Contact: Jeff Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4397 
Email: jbettger@dc3e.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Kabyn Begg 

Contact: Torrey Maben 

Phone: 206-285-7027 

Email: torreym@marshillchurch.org 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Dwayne Forehand 

Contact: Dwayne Forehand 

Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch.org 


Ravenna 7pm 

Led By: Troy Dillon 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 
Phone: 206-524-4401 
Email: mbullitt4O@aol.com 


Ravenna/Bryant 7:30pm 
Led By: John Fromel 

Contact: John & Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


South Seattle 10am 

Led By: Kristina Wendort 
Contact: Kristina Wendorf 
Phone: 206-722-01235 
Email: ktwendorf@gmail.com 
For Women Only 


West Seattle 7pm 

Led By: David Wright 

Contact: David & Elizabeth Wright 
Phone: 206-658-0341 

Email: dewright8109@msn.com 


Woodinville 7pm 

Led By: Mark Lautenbach 

Contact: Mark Lautenbach 

Phone: 206-235-1486 

Email: marklautenbach@comcast.net 


FRIDAY 


Kirkland 10am 

Led By: Angela Giboney 
Contact: Angela Giboney 
Phone: 425-869-1759 

Email: anggiboney@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Phinney Ridge 10am 

Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


SATURDAY 


Bainbridge Island 

Led By: Bob Moore 
Contact: Bob & Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 
Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


Shoreline 5pm 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 

Contact: Mike & Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 

e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 

e By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 
in the foyers 


By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 

if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 

e Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

e Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 

giving@marshillchurch.org 

Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
October 16 $92,000 $71,354 350 4282 
October 23 $92,000 $115,916 476 4458 
October 30 $92,000 $68,534 378 4093 
November 6 $100,000 $124,987 478 4441 
November 13 $100,000 $103,676 421 4085 
November 20 $100,000 $102,933 409 4320 

















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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(July 1, 2005- Sept. 18, 2005) 


Total Given $1,721,614 

Households 1981 

Average Giving $183/month 
per household 


EXPAND CAMPAIGN 


Due to a growing church body 
and space limitations, we have 
purchased a new facility one 

block north at 1401 NW 50th. 


We need to raise 3 million dollars 
in the next 16 months — for full 
details check out the “EXPAND” 
flyer or go to 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,197,298 
Number of 

Giving Households 866 
Total Needed 

to be Raised $1,763,931 
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Calling All Members 
Wednesday, December 7th 6:45pm 
This Wednesday's Member Gathering will be the only time 


since the dedication of our current building (2002) when all 
the members will be gathered in one place, at one time, for a 
special evening of praise to our Lord Jesus, with prayer and 
dedication for the future. 

It is time once again to dedicate another facility and to 
call upon the Lord and recommit ourselves as members of 
His body to the work before us. It is our hope that as we 
all share in this time, the Lord will further knit us together in 
love so that we may go forward in unity as His people in this 
great harvest field where He has planted us - and that we may 
serve Him wholeheartedly with our time, our treasure, and our 
talents. 

This meeting is for members only, and it is our desire that 
every member of Mars Hill Church to be present. If you have 
children, please bring them. Refreshments will be served and 
childcare will be provided for the little ones from one to four 
years old. 

If you're not a member of Mars Hill but would like to learn 
more about the process, sign up for the Gospel 101 class. 


Expansion: January 22nd 

On January 22, Mars Hill will become Mars Hill: Ballard 
and Mars Hill: Shoreline. Here in Ballard, services will be at 
8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, 5pm, and 7pm. Up in Shoreline, 
Sunday services will take place at 10:45am (see page 3). 
This is an exciting and pivotal season for our church; much 
prayer and service are needed. Be a part of God’s work in 
Seattle, email connect@marshillchurch.org to get involved. 


Can you work a can opener? 

With the transition to six Sunday services (including 
Shoreline), we need lots of new Production Department vol- 
unteers. Camera operators, PowerPoint operators, technical 
directors, service managers, production assistants, lighting 
operators, Saturday “Production Maintenance Crew” people, 
video editors, volunteers to drive sermon videos to Shoreline... 
If technology frightens you, that’s no excuse. If you can use 
a can opener, we want to train you to help us out. We need 
volunteers on Saturdays, Sundays, and all through the week. 
If you are interested, please email seff@marshillchurch.org. 


Scrooged! 

It's one of those unique years in which we are privileged to 
spend Christmas together as one big church family. Since 
the 25th falls on a Sunday, Mars Hill pastors and staff will be 
working like Bob Cratchet on Christmas Day, so the building 
will be closed on Christmas Eve. 
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Do you think Vox Pop is rad? 

Then join the team and come write for us. Currently, Vox Pop 
is looking for some committed writers who are willing to help 
produce content on a monthly or bimonthly basis. As Mars Hill 
expands throughout the region, there is an increased need for 
effective publications and media. As our church changes, so 
must Vox Pop—get in on the action and help take it to the next 
level. Email voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


Learning is Good for the Mind 
...and the brain! 


Capstone is gearing up for a new round of classes. Beginning 
in January, you can discuss pop culture with Pastor James, 
learn how to strengthen your marriage with Pastor Paul and 
his wife, Jonna, or talk some Greek with member Zack Hubert. 
If you're new to Mars Hill, check out Gospel 101 to learn 
more about us. Class listings are included in this issue of Vox 
Pop, register online at www.marshillchurch.org. 


Children’s Ministry 


Volunteer Training 

December 11, 11:15-12:15 

This is an informal, mandatory training session for anyone 
interested in volunteering with Children’s Ministry. Help is 
needed at all Sunday services and on Wednesday nights. 
With Mars Hill: Shoreline beginning, we'll need more people 
than ever to step up and steward the future generations of 
our church. Email kids@marshillchurch.org if you plan on 
attending. 


Join the Mission 

Every week, throughout the Puget Sound, in houses and 
apartments and condos, people gather together for one 
reason: Jesus. At Mars Hill, Community Groups are the vital 
conduit that connects Sunday with the rest of the week and 
the rest of our lives. Join a Community Group and see the 
face of Mars Hill. Check the latest listings in this edition of Vox 
Pop. Email leadership@marshillchurch.org if you can lead 
and/or host a group. 


Food Bank Donations 

Over the next few weeks, Mars Hill Church will be collect- 
ing non-perishable food items on behalf of the Ballard Food 
Bank. If you'd like to participate in this small gesture of love 
towards our neighbors, drop off your donations in the large 
tubs in the foyers. 


OSOS 


Do you think Vox Pop is lame? 
Then come write for us and help make it better. We need 
some dedicated contributors who can produce and manage 
content on a monthly or bimonthly basis. As Mars Hill expands 
throughout the region, there is an increased need for effective 
publications and media. As our church changes, so must Vox 
Pop-—get in on the action and help take it to the next level. 
Email voxpop @marshillchurch.org. 


www.marshillchurch.ORG 

Mars Hill Church in Seattle maintains a website that can be 
found at www.marshillchurch.ORG. There are many excellent 
resources available at www.marshillchurch.ORG. Subscribe 
to podcasts, listen to previous sermons, tithe, register for 
class...all at www.marshillchurch. ORG, the website for Mars 
Hill Church. In Seattle. 


El Club de Desayuno 

Saturdays at 10am 

You've read about it in Vox Pop. You’ve seen it advertised on 
PowerPoint. That dude in your Community Group goes. It’s 
time for you to take part in a Mars Hill institution. Breakfast 
Club is a great place to meet people, fellowship, eat well, and 
get your hands dirty serving your church. Drop in any Saturday 
at 10am to enjoy the not-so-early morning goodness. 


Sun Peaks Ski Weekend 

January 13-16 (MLK Jr. weekend) 

Join MH Outdoors in beautiful Sun Peaks, BC for a weekend 
of skiing, snowboarding, and other winter activities. Sun Peaks 
offers three interconnected mountains for skiing. Guests will 
stay in one of several very nice condominiums, all of which 
have private hot tubs and are ski in/ski out or ski in and a short 
walk to the chair lift. Single and married rooms available. Guest 
speaker TBA. All spots are reserved upon receipt of deposit. 
Space is limited, so act quickly before you're left out in the 
cold... Email Eric Studerus EStuderus @ci.everett.wa.us. 


Married Couples Wanted 

Have you been married for a few years? Is God present and 
working in your marriage? If so, engaged couples would 
love to learn from your example. Sign-up to mentor a group 
of couples and help them in their newly married experience. 
Email sen@marshillchurch.org for more information on how 
to get involved. 
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december 


for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 


weekly this season 


sunday services 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm 
(childrens’ ministry at all services except 7:15 pm) 





men’s morning prayer 

tuesdays from 7:15 to 7:45am 
The last Men’s Prayer of 2005 will be December 
13. This Tuesday morning tradition will begin once 
again on January 17. 


“the breakfast club” 

(10am saturday mornings at Mars Hill 

Church) 
Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Show up at 
the Paradox, Saturdays at 10am. 


NOT meeting weekly this season: 
Throughout the month of December, normal weekly 
programming (Capstone, Proxy, Jericho Junction, 
etc.) is on hiatus. But it all starts up again on Janu- 
ary 4. Also, since Christmas is on a Sunday, there 
will be no Christmas Eve services this year. 


also in dec. and early jan. 


all members’ gathering 

december 7, 6:45pm 
It is time once again to dedicate another facility 
and to call upon the Lord...All Mars Hill members 
are expected to attend this gathering, which will be 
held in the 50th building (future expansion site of 
Mars Hill: Ballard). 


new member day 

december 10, 9am 
New Member Day at Mars Hill provides the oppor- 
tunity for recent Gospel class graduates to meet 
with different ministry leads, get involved with com- 
munity groups, and fellowship with one another. 


january capstone & gospel 101 
beginning january 4 
Registration is now available on the Mars Hill 
website. Look inside this edition of Vox Pop for 
more information about Capstone and the next 
series of classes to be offered starting in January. 
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December 4 


Sunday Services Men’s Prayer, 


All Members’ 


‘Narnia’ pre-screen- New Member Day 


9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 7:15-7:45am Gathering: 6:45pm ing (sold out) Breakfast Club: 2pm 
7:15pm MH Outdoors: 
Snow-shoeing 
Paradox Show: 
6:30pm 
11 12 13 14 15 16 I7 
Sunday Services Men's Prayer, Covenant Event, 60m Breakfast Club: 10am 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 7:15-7:45am MH Outdoors: 
7:15pm X-country skiing 
18 19 20 21 22. 28 24 
Sunday Services Breakfast Club: 10am 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, (No Christmas Eve 
7:15pm service) 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 


Sunday Services OFFICES CLOSED 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


7:15pm 


OFFICES CLOSED 


CHRISTMAS 


paradox concerts (Always all ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a 
very practical, hospitable outreach to our local 
music scene. Check out www.theparadox.org 
for more information on concerts. 

december 10, 6:30pm, $8 
Skinny Productions Presents Twee Pop Fest! 
Featuring Parks & Recreation, Tullycraft, Central 
Services, Speaker Speaker, Dutch Elms, Boat, 
Department of Energy, and Jay Hydra 


mars hill outdoors 
Contact each event leader for details on these 
and other Outdoors events. 

december 10 
Snow-shoeing. Contact Thom Booth: 
thombooth@emsoln.com 

december 17 
Cross-country Skiing. Contact Lisa Dale: 
lisamdale@hotmail.com 
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OFFICES CLOSED 





OFFICES CLOSED OFFICES CLOSED Breakfast Club: 10am 





coming soon... 
mars hill: shoreline debuts january 22 


This is an exciting and significant season in the 
life of Mars Hill Church. January 22 marks the in- 
ception of a new site in the north end. To help get 
things started and serve at Mars Hill: Shoreline, 
email shoreline@marshillchurch.org. 





Photo by Brian Casey 


